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57 ABSTRACT

A technique for optical coherence tomography is provided.
As to a device aspect of the technique, an imaging device
comprises a base defining a rotation axis, a scanning and
focusing assembly mounted to the base for rotation about the
rotation axis, and a drive unit for rotationally driving the
scanning and focusing assembly about the rotation axis. The
scanning and focusing assembly includes a focusing device
for focusing a beam of imaging radiation to produce a
focused beam of imaging radiation having a focus, a scan-
ning member for scanning the beam of imaging radiation,

D 1I4n6tl BC 13 14 (2006.01) and a controller coupled to the drive unit and the scanning
A61B 3/00 (200 6.01) member and configured to control the scanning member to
GOI1B 902 (200 6.01) cause movement of the focus along a predetermined trajec-
AGIB 3/10 (2006:01) tory with respect to the scanning and focusing assembly.
A61B 3/117 (2006.01) 13 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGING TECHNIQUE FOR OPTICAL
COHERENCE TOMOGRAPHY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a section 371 national stage phase of
International Application No. PCT/EP2012/001900, filed 3
May 2012, titled “IMAGING TECHNIQUE FOR OPTI-
CAL COHERENCE TOMOGRAPHY,” which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The present disclosure relates to techniques for Optical
Coherence Tomography (OCT) imaging.

Optical Coherence Tomography is a non-invasive, and
often non-contact, imaging technique. Light with a defined
coherence length irradiates a sample. The sample reflects
light at different depths of penetration, which encodes infor-
mation in the phase of the light. The light from the sample
is superimposed with coherent light of a reference branch.

For acquisition of two- or three-dimensional OCT images
of the sample, scanning and focusing assemblies are
employed to scan a focus of a focused beam of imaging
radiation along a specific focal scan trajectory. To this end,
a scanning member usually varies the angle of incidence at
which the beam enters a focusing device. The focusing
device focuses the beam to single points of the focal scan
trajectory depending on the angle of incidence.

A focal scan trajectory, as used herein, can be understood
as a one-dimensional geometric object or as a curved and/or
non-curved focal trace line. A trajectory is axial symmetric,
if there exists a straight line (the so-called symmetry axis)
such that for each point P of the trajectory there exists a point
P' of the trajectory, wherein a connecting line [PP'] is divided
equally in half by the symmetry axis. If the trajectory is not
axial symmetric, it is axial asymmetric or free of axial
symmetry.

For example, an axial symmetric focal scan trajectory can
be realized by a scanning and focusing assembly having a
radially (or rotationally) symmetric focusing device such as
a simple lens.

Yadav et al. disclose in Scanning system design for large
scan depth anterior segment optical coherence tomography,
Optics Letters, Vol. 35, No. 11, page 1774 to 1776, a
scanning system with a radially asymmetric focusing device
for guiding an OCT light beam, wherein in a first range of
scan positions of the scanning system the light beam is
incident nearly normal to two corneal surfaces and an
anterior lens surface, and in a second range of scan positions
the light beam is incident nearly normal to a posterior lens
surface.

It is an object of embodiments of the present invention to
provide an OCT imaging technique that yields three-dimen-
sional imaging of a substantially rotationally symmetric
sample such as a human eye.

In an embodiment, an imaging device comprises: a base
defining a rotation axis; a scanning and focusing assembly
mounted and/or coupled to the base for rotation about the
rotation axis; and a drive unit for rotationally driving the
scanning and focusing assembly about the rotation axis;
wherein the scanning and focusing assembly includes a
focusing device for focusing a beam of imaging radiation to
produce a focused beam of imaging radiation having a focus,
and a scanning member for scanning the beam of imaging
radiation; and a controller coupled to the drive unit and the
scanning member and configured to control drive unit and/or
the scanning member to cause movement of the focus along
a predetermined trajectory with respect to the scanning and
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focusing assembly. The predetermined trajectory, as used
herein, can be understood as a focal scan trajectory (short:
trajectory).

This embodiment allows for rotation of the scanning and
focusing assembly as a whole about the rotation axis of the
base. The scanning and focusing assembly may be mounted
for rotation with respect to the base by at least 180 degrees
and preferentially by substantially 360 degrees. The scan-
ning and focusing assembly may be rotated by any angle
between 0° and 180° or 0° and 360°. The rotation of the
scanning and focusing assembly results in a spatial rotation
of the trajectory with respect to the base as the position and
orientation of the trajectory is related to the position and
orientation of the scanning and focusing assembly. There-
fore, during a complete rotation about e.g. 360°, the trajec-
tory describes a rotationally symmetric focal scan figure.
Thus, the present embodiment allows for a rotationally
symmetric focal scan figure to be generated using a focal
scan trajectory which may be free of axial symmetry.

Moreover, the trajectory may be free of any symmetry at
all. The trajectory may have a shape so that a three-
dimensional focal scan figure resulting from rotation of the
trajectory has separate surfaces which are mutually offset
along the rotation axis. In this way, the focal scan figure may
be adapted to one or more complex formed structures such
as a set of different interfaces of a human eye. In particular,
these interfaces may relate to interfaces shifted along the
optical axis of the eye, such as a corneal surface and a human
lens surface, corresponding to different axial depths of the
eye.

As the scanning and focusing assembly is rotatable as a
whole, the scanning member may be designed for one-
dimensional scanning. In other words: the scanning member
may have solely a one-dimensional scanning capability. It
does not require a two- or higher-dimensional scanning
capability. For example, the scanning member may be a
scanning mirror, wherein, in particular, the scanning mirror
may have only a single scanning axis, about which the
mirror is rotatable. This allows for a cost reduction of the
scanning member and an increase of the reliability of the
imaging device, since the scanning member is of less
complex design. A further advantage of this feature: Com-
monly used scanning members having a two-dimensional
scanning unit comprising two spatially separated scanning
mirrors usually cause optical distortion, which has to be
corrected. By dispensing a two-dimensional scanning unit,
there is no need for such a correction.

As the scanning and focusing assembly can be rotated to
an arbitrary rotation angle, the controller and the scanning
member may be configured to scan the focus of the focused
beam of imaging radiation radially or laterally away from
the rotation axis defined by the base. In particular, the
trajectory and the rotation axis defined by the base may
intersect. Additionally or alternatively, the trajectory and the
rotation axis defined by the base may be arranged such that
the trajectory describes—during rotation—a focal scan fig-
ure, whose geometry fits within the physical dimensions of
a human eye. This ensures that the trajectory “remains”
inside an eye to be observed during scanning and during
rotation of the scanning and focusing assembly.

The controller may be configured to control the drive unit
to drive the scanning and focusing assembly into each of a
plurality of different rotational positions with respect to the
base. The plurality of different rotational positions may be
distributed equidistantly or continuously between, e.g. 0°
and 180° or 0° and 360°. The controller may be configured
to control the scanning member to move the focus along the
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predetermined trajectory with respect to the scanning and
focusing assembly in each different rotational position of the
scanning and focusing assembly. The controller may be
configured to scan the angle of incidence, under which the
beam of radiation enters the focusing device. In particular,
the controller may be configured to adjust a first rotational
position of the scanning and focusing assembly in a first
step, to scan the angle of incidence in a second step, to adjust
a second rotational position of the scanning and focusing
assembly in a third step and to scan the angle of incidence
again in a fourth step. This allows a star-like scanning
pattern for tomographic imaging of the sample.

The focusing device may comprise at least one radially
asymmetric mirror and/or at least one radially asymmetric
lens. A radially asymmetric lens may consist of one half of
a first radially symmetric lens with a first focal length cut
along its optical axis into two pieces and of one half of a
second radially symmetric lens with a second focal length
different from the first focal length cut along its optical axis
into two pieces. A radially asymmetric mirror may consist of
one half of a first radially symmetric focusing mirror with a
first focal length cut along its optical axis into two pieces and
of one half of a second radially symmetric focusing mirror
with a second focal length different from the first focal
length cut along its optical axis into two pieces. The radially
asymmetric components enable an arbitrary focal scan tra-
jectory.

The trajectory may comprise a plurality of trajectory
sections. In particular, the scanning and focusing assembly
may have such imaging properties that the focus of the
focused beam of imaging radiation is scanned along a
discontinuous and/or discontinuously differentiable trajec-
tory. The beam of imaging radiation entering the focusing
device under an angle of incidence within a first angle range
may exit the focusing device from a first portion of an exit
surface and may be focused on a first trajectory section,
wherein the beam of imaging radiation entering the focusing
device under an angle of incidence within a second angle
range may exit the focusing device from a second portion of
the exit surface different from the first portion and may be
focused on a second trajectory section different from the first
trajectory section. This allows for a section-wise adaption of
the trajectory to different and locally separated internal
structures of the sample.

For at least one of the plurality of trajectory sections a
direction of propagation of the focused beam of imaging
radiation may be independent of a position of exit of the
focused beam of imaging radiation from the focusing
device. In other words: Beams of imaging radiation exiting
from the first portion of the exit surface may be focused on
the first trajectory section such that the directions of propa-
gation of the focused beams are parallel for all angels of
incidence within the first angle range. This enables the
realization of a telecentric imaging design. A telecentric
imaging design can be used, inter alia, to determine the
distance between the imaging device and the sample to be
observed by the imaging device. This, in turn, avoids the
usage of spacers between the imaging device and the
sample, such as a contact glass.

Additionally or alternatively, for at least one of the
plurality of trajectory sections a beam axis of the focused
beam of imaging radiation may be oriented perpendicularly
or orthogonally to the trajectory. In other words: Beams of
imaging radiation exiting from the first portion of the exit
surface may impinge along the direction of propagation of
the focused beams on the first trajectory section perpendicu-
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larly. Such a perpendicular orientation has the advantage of
an increased signal-to-noise ratio of tomographic images of
the trajectory section.

For at least one first section of the plurality of trajectory
sections a direction of propagation of the focused beam of
imaging radiation may be independent of a position of exit
of the focused beam of imaging radiation from the focusing
device, whereas for at least one second section of the
plurality of trajectory sections a beam axis of the focused
beam of imaging radiation is oriented perpendicularly or
orthogonal to the trajectory. This allows for the realization of
a telecentric imaging design for the first trajectory section
together with an imaging design for the second trajectory
section, in which the orientation of the propagation direction
is perpendicular to the second trajectory section. Such an
imaging device would benefit from both the above men-
tioned advantages regarding the use of a telecentric imaging
design and a perpendicular imaging design.

All the trajectory sections may be plain/flat. Alternatively,
parts of the trajectory sections may be bent/curved, whereas
another part of the trajectory sections may be plain/flat. Still
alternatively, all the trajectory sections may be bent/curved.

A convergence angle of the focused beam of imaging
radiation may be different for different ones of the plurality
of trajectory sections. In other words: A convergence angle
of beams of imaging radiation exiting the focusing device
from the first portion of the exit surface may be different
from a convergence angle of the beams of imaging radiation
exiting the focusing device from the second portion of the
exit surface. The convergence angle for each trajectory
section may be adapted such that the corresponding focus
has a desired spot size. This enables the realization of
different lateral resolutions of images for the different tra-
jectory sections and/or the adaption of the depth of imaging
for the different trajectory sections. In the latter case, the
axial resolution can be kept the same for all the different
trajectory sections, since the axial resolution depends only
one the coherence length of the beam of radiation. Alterna-
tively, the convergence angle of the focused beams may also
be constant for the plurality of trajectory sections. In this
case, also the lateral resolution is kept constant for the
plurality of trajectory sections.

A first optical path, as used herein, may be understood as
the optical path between the scanning member and a first
trajectory section of the focal scan trajectory. A second
optical path may be understood as the optical path between
the scanning member and a second trajectory section of the
focal scan trajectory. In other words: The first and second
optical paths of the beam of imaging radiation can be
associated with first and second sections of the predeter-
mined trajectory, respectively.

The scanning and focusing assembly may comprise at
least one optical path length adjuster for adjusting an optical
path length difference between first and second optical paths
of the beam of imaging radiation. The optical path length
adjuster may be arranged in the first optical path and/or the
second optical path. This enables the compensation of
optical path length differences. Alternatively or additionally,
the optical path length adjuster may be arranged in a
reference path of an interferometer. The interferometer may
comprise a beam splitter defining the reference path and a
sample path and couples light emitted from a light source
into the reference path and the sample path and superim-
posing return light from the reference path and the sample
path. The scanning and focusing assembly may be disposed
in the sample path. To implement the optical path length
adjuster in the interferometer, the reference path may com-
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prise an adjustable reflection mirror such that the optical
path length of the reference path is adjustable relative to the
optical path length of the sample path. The interferometer
may be realized by a free-space setup or by a fiber based
setup. Alternatively or additionally to the realization by use
of an adjustable reflection mirror, the optical path length
adjuster may be realized as a module in the reference arm of
the interferometer, the module being adapted to switch
between different states, wherein each state corresponds to
a different optical path length of the reference path relative
to the optical path length of the sample path.

Additionally or alternatively, the scanning and focusing
assembly may comprise at least one dispersion adjuster for
adjusting a chromatic dispersion of a first optical path of the
beam of imaging radiation with respect to a chromatic
dispersion of a second optical path of the beam of imaging
radiation. The dispersion adjuster may be arranged in the
first optical path and/or in the second optical path. This
enables the compensation of different chromatic dispersions.
Adjusting the chromatic dispersion of an optical path, as
used herein, is understood as adjusting the dispersion, to
which the beam is subjected during a round-trip propagation
on this optical path.

The scanning and focusing assembly may comprise at
least one folding mirror arranged in the first optical path
and/or in the second optical path. The folding mirror may be
arranged in the scanning and focusing assembly such that
the first optical path, the second optical path, or both the first
optical path and the second optical path are folded. This
allows for a compact design of the scanning and focusing
assembly.

The imaging device may comprise an optical fiber coupler
connectable to an optical fiber of a fiber optic beam splitter.
The optical fiber coupler may be configured to guide light
exiting the optical fiber to the scanning member. The optical
fiber coupler may be configured to collimate light exiting the
optical fiber to a collimated beam of imaging radiation.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides an
optical coherence tomography apparatus comprising: a
source for emitting coherent light; a base defining a rotation
axis; a beam splitter defining a reference path and a sample
path, the beam splitter coupling the emitted light from the
source into the reference path and the sample path and
superimposing return light from the reference path and the
sample path;

a detector for measuring an intensity of the superimposed
light; a scanning and focusing assembly disposed in the
sample path and mounted to the base for rotation about the
rotation axis, the scanning and focusing assembly including
a focusing device for focusing a beam of light to produce a
focused beam of light having a focus and a scanning member
for scanning the beam of light; a drive unit for rotationally
driving the scanning and focusing assembly about the rota-
tion axis; and

a controller coupled to the drive unit and the scanning
member and configured to control the scanning member to
cause movement of the focus along a predetermined trajec-
tory with respect to the scanning and focusing assembly.

The light can be understood as the imaging radiation, in
particular OCT imaging radiation. The beam splitter may be
mounted to the base.

A method of imaging a human eye using optical coher-
ence tomography comprises the steps of providing a scan-
ning and focusing assembly which is supported for rotation
about a rotation axis; focusing a beam of OCT imaging
radiation onto the eye using the scanning and focusing
assembly; rotating the scanning and focusing assembly into
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each of a plurality of different rotational positions; and in
each different rotational position of the scanning and focus-
ing assembly, scanning the beam of OCT imaging radiation
to thereby move a focus of the beam of OCT imaging
radiation along a predetermined trajectory with respect to
the scanning and focusing assembly.

The scanning step may consist of scanning the beam of
OCT imaging radiation along a linear scan path.

To the extent that a method or individual steps of a
method of imaging is/are described in this description, the
method or individual steps of the method can be executed by
an appropriately configured imaging device and/or OCT
apparatus. Analogous remarks apply to the elucidation of the
mode of operation of an imaging device and/or OCT appa-
ratus that execute(s) method steps. To this extent, apparatus
features and method features of this description are equiva-
lent.

Further features, advantages and technical effects of the
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of exemplary embodiments with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates an embodiment of an
OCT apparatus;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a first embodiment of an
imaging device;

FIGS. 3 to 10 schematically illustrate different examples
for focal scan trajectories of an imaging device;

FIG. 11 schematically illustrates a second embodiment of
an imaging device;

FIG. 12 schematically illustrates a third embodiment of an
imaging device;

An apparatus 10 for optical coherence tomography (OCT)
is shown in FIG. 1. The OCT apparatus serves for creating
three-dimensional (3D) tomograms of a sample 12 shown in
the exemplary case as a human eye. The optical coherence
tomography is based, for example, on time-domain (TD)
OCT or on frequency-domain (FD) OCT.

The apparatus 10 comprises a light source 14 for gener-
ating coherent light. The source 14 is designed, for example,
for the purpose of FD OCT as a tuneable light source or
emits a spectrum of coherent light that is broadband within
the frequency space. The light emitted from the source 14 is
directed onto a beam splitter 16. The beam splitter 16
couples the coherent light from the source 14 into a refer-
ence path 18 and into a sample path 20.

The light that has been branched off in the reference path
18 impinges onto a mirror 22, which reflects the light back
to the beam splitter 16 collinearly. For the purpose of TD
OCT the mirror 22 may be displaceable along the direction
of light propagation in the reference path 18 (indicated by
the double arrow in FIG. 1). To this end, the adjustable
mirror 22 can be regarded as an optical path length adjuster
60'. The light that has been branched off in the sample path
20 impinges onto the sample 12, which back-scatters or
reflects back the light in the direction of the beam splitter 16.
The beam splitter 16 collinearly superimposes light return-
ing from the reference path 18 and from the sample path 20
so as to form an interference beam, whose intensity of
interference is measured by a detector 24. The detector 24
registers the intensity of the interference as a function of the
time, the wavelength and/or the wave number. For this
purpose the detector 24 may be a photodiode or spectrom-
eter. The detected signal is transferred to a control unit 26,
which derives OCT images therefrom. Components 16, 22
and 24 thus realize an interferometer. By a corresponding
adaption of these components 16, 22, 24, the interferometer
may be realized as a free-space setup or a fiber-based setup.
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In the sample path 20, an imaging device 28 is arranged.
The imaging device 28 comprises a base 30 defining a
rotation axis 32 and a scanning and focusing assembly 34
supported by the base 30 so as to be rotatable with respect
to the base 30 about the rotation axis 32 (as shown, for
example, by the arrow in FIG. 1). The base 30 is understood
as a fixed frame such as a wall or a stand.

Light from the beam splitter 16 is guided by an optical
fiber 35 within the sample path 20 and coupled into the
imaging device 28 by use of an optical fiber coupler (not
shown), which collimates light exiting from the optical fiber
35 to a collimated beam 36 of imaging radiation, which
enters the scanning and focusing assembly 34.

Various embodiments of the scanning and focusing
assembly 34 are shown in FIGS. 2, 11 and 12. The colli-
mated beam 36 reaches a scanning member 38, which
deflects the beam 36 to a focusing device 40 for focusing the
beam 36 to produce a focus 42 of a focused beam 44 of
imaging radiation.

The scanning and focusing assembly 34 comprises a
controller 45 that controls the scanning member 38 to scan
the focus 42 of the focused beam 44 along a predetermined
focal scan trajectory 46 with respect to the scanning and
focusing assembly 34. As an example, the controller 45 of
the scanning and focusing assembly 34 can be implemented
in the control unit 26 as shown in FIG. 1. However, the
controller 45 may also be implemented as a separate com-
ponent, which is connectable to the control unit 26 of the
apparatus 10 for exchanging communication and/or control
signals.

Close-up examples of the focal scan trajectory 46 are
shown in FIGS. 3 to 10. While in FIGS. 3 to 7 the examined
sample 12 is—at least partially—shown, it is omitted in
FIGS. 8 to 10 for a clearer illustration.

The scanning and focusing assembly 34 as a whole can be
spatially rotated about the rotation axis 32 of the base 30.
This rotation results in a spatial rotation of the focal scan
trajectory 46 with respect to the base 30 as the position and
orientation of the focal scan trajectory 46 is related to the
position and orientation of the scanning and focusing assem-
bly 34. Therefore, during a complete rotation about, for
example, 360°, the focal scan trajectory 46 describes a
rotationally symmetric focal scan figure.

Such a rotation is schematically shown in FIG. 7. In this
illustration, the rotation of the focal scan trajectory 46 with
respect to the rotation axis 32 is represented by an arrow
resulting in a focal scan figure illustrated by the focal scan
trajectory 46 and the rotated focal scan trajectory 48. Such
focal scan figures are also shown in FIGS. 8 to 10. Embodi-
ments of the invention thus enable a rotationally symmetric
focal scan figure to be generated out of a not necessarily
axial symmetric focal scan trajectory 46. The rotation sym-
metry axis of the focal scan figure is the rotation axis 32.

The controller 45 controls a drive unit 50 of the imaging
device 28 to rotate the scanning and focusing assembly 34
about the rotation axis 32 to a plurality of different rotational
positions of the scanning and focusing assembly 34 with
respect to the base 30.

For creating a 3D tomogram of the sample 12, the
controller 45 controls the drive unit 50 and the scanning
member 38 to scan the focus 42 of the focused beam 44
along the focal scan trajectory 46 in each of the plurality of
different rotational positions of the scanning and focusing
assembly 34. The signal detected by the detector 24 during
this operation is processed by the control unit 26, which then
constructs a 3D tomogram of the sample 12 out of the
measured signal. The tomogram is displayed on a display 51.
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The scanning member 38 must only have a one-dimen-
sional scanning capability, since the scanning and focusing
assembly 34 can be rotated to an arbitrary rotation angle. It
is sufficient that the focus 42 of the focused beam 44 can be
set along a radial direction by the scanning member 38, i.e.
a lateral direction with respect to the rotation axis 32. The
one-dimensional scanning design allows for a cost reduction
of the scanning member 38. Further, the complexity of the
scanning member 38 is reduced resulting in a higher reli-
ability of the imaging device 28. A further advantage of this
feature: Commonly used scanning members having a two-
dimensional scanning unit comprising two spatially sepa-
rated scanning mirrors usually cause optical distortion,
which has to be corrected. By dispensing a two-dimensional
scanning unit, there is no need for such a correction.

Another advantage of the rotatability of the scanning and
focusing device 34 is that even out of discontinuous and/or
discontinuously differentiable focal scan trajectories 46 such
as shown in FIGS. 3 to 10 a rotationally symmetric focal
scan figure can be obtained by rotating the scanning and
focusing device 34.

The examples for focal scan trajectories 46 in FIGS. 3 to
10 comprise two separate trajectory sections 46a and 465.
That is: A beam 364 (see FIG. 2) deflected into the focusing
device 40 under an angle of incidence within a first angle
range A exits the focusing device 40 from a first portion 52a
(see e.g. FIG. 6) of an exit surface 54 and is focused on a first
trajectory section 46a. A beam 365 (see FIG. 2) deflected
into the focusing device 40 under an angle of incidence
within a second angle range B exits the focusing device 40
from a second portion 526 (see e.g. FIG. 6) of the exit
surface 54 different from the first portion 52a and is focused
on a second trajectory section 465 different from the first
trajectory section 46a.

According to the examples shown in FIGS. 6 to 9, for the
first trajectory section 464 a direction of propagation (=beam
axis) 55a of the focused beam 44a is independent of a
position of exit of the focused beam 444 from the focusing
device 40. Beams 36a exiting from the first portion 524 are
thus focused on the first trajectory section 464 such that the
directions of propagation (=beam axes) 55a of the focused
beams 464 are parallel for all angels of incidence within the
first range A. This represents the realization of a telecentric
imaging design.

As shown in FIGS. 6 to 10, for the first trajectory section
464 the beam axis 55a of the focused beam 464 is oriented
perpendicularly or orthogonally to the focal scan trajectory
46a. Beams 46a exiting from the first portion 52« along their
direction of propagation 55a¢ impinge on the first trajectory
section 464 perpendicularly. Such an imaging design has the
advantage of an increased signal-to-noise ratio for images of
the first trajectory section 46a.

Both trajectory sections 46a, 466 may be plain/flat, see
e.g. FIG. 9. Alternatively, one trajectory section 46a may be
bent/curved, whereas another trajectory section 465 may be
plain/flat, see e.g. FIG. 10. Still alternatively, both trajectory
sections 46a, 465 may be bent/curved (not shown).

As shown in FIG. 9, a convergence angle of the focused
beam 46 is different for different ones of the plurality of
trajectory sections 46a, 465. The convergence angle da of
beams 44aq exiting from the first portion 52a is larger than
the convergence angle db of beams 444 exiting from the
second portion 525. The convergence angles da, db for each
trajectory section 46a, 4656 may thus be adapted such that the
respective foci 42a, 425 have different spot sizes. This
allows for the realization of different lateral resolutions of
images of the different trajectory sections 46a, 466 and/or
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the adaption of the depth of imaging Da, Db for the different
trajectory sections 46a, 464 as indicated in FIG. 9. The axial
resolution can be kept the same for all the different trajectory
sections 46a, 465, since the axial resolution depends only
one the coherence length of the beam 36 emitted by the
identical light source 14.

Alternatively, the convergence angle of the focused beams
44 may also be constant for the plurality of trajectory
sections 46a, 465, sce e.g. FIGS. 6, 7, 8 and 10. In this case,
also the lateral resolution is kept constant for the plurality of
trajectory sections 46a, 46b.

As shown in FIGS. 3 to 7, the different trajectory sections
46a, 465 can be adapted to different contours of sample
structures, such as—in the case of an eye—the cornea, the
human lens, the iris or the like, or to different interfaces
shifted along the optical axis of the eye thus relating to
different depths of the eye. This is possible as the focal scan
trajectory 46 must not necessarily have any symmetry but
can be arbitrary complex and the rotatability feature of the
imaging device 28 “restores” rotation symmetry for the focal
scan figure.

As shown in the embodiments of FIGS. 2, 11 and 12, the
focusing device 40 comprises a radially asymmetric lens 56
and a radially asymmetric mirror 57 to realize the above
mentioned designs of the focal scan trajectories 46, 46a,
46b. Additionally, the focusing device 40 comprises a fold-
ing mirror 58 arranged in a first optical path 594 and a
second optical path 595. The first optical path 59a runs
between the scanning member 38 and the first trajectory
section 46a and represents all paths traveled by beams 36a
within the first angle range A. The second optical path 594
runs between the scanning member 38 and the second
trajectory section 465 and represents all paths traveled by
beams 365 within the second angle range B. The folding
mirror 58 allows for a compact design of the scanning and
focusing assembly 34. That is: The first and the second
optical paths 59a, 596 of the beam 36, 44 of imaging
radiation are associated with the first and the second trajec-
tory sections 46a, 465 of the focal scan trajectory 46,
respectively.

As shown in the embodiment of FIG. 12, the scanning and
focusing assembly 34 comprises an optical path length
adjuster 60 arranged in the second optical path 594, which
adjusts the optical path length difference between the first
optical path 594 and the second optical path 595. This allows
for compensation of optical path length differences. Alter-
natively or additionally, as already stated above, an optical
path length adjuster 60' may also be arranged in the refer-
ence path 18, see FIG. 1.

As shown in the embodiments of FIGS. 11 and 12, the
scanning and focusing assembly 34 comprises a dispersion
adjuster 62 arranged in the first optical path 59a, which
adjusts a chromatic dispersion of the first optical path 59«
with respect to a chromatic dispersion of the second optical
path 594. This allows for compensation of different chro-
matic dispersions. Alternatively or additionally, a dispersion
adjuster 62' may be arranged in the reference path 18, see
FIG. 1.

The invention claimed is:

1. An imaging device comprising:

a base that defines a rotation axis;

a scanning and focusing assembly coupled to the base and
configured to rotate about the rotation axis; and

a drive unit configured to rotationally drive the scanning
and focusing assembly about the rotation axis;

the scanning and focusing assembly further comprising:
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a focusing device comprising at least one radially
asymmetric mirror or at least one radially asymmet-
ric lens and configured to focus a beam of imaging
radiation to produce a focused beam of imaging
radiation having a focus;

a scanning member configured to scan the beam of
imaging radiation; and

a controller coupled to the drive unit and the scanning
member and configured to control the scanning
member to cause movement of the focus along a
predetermined trajectory with respect to the scanning
and focusing assembly.

2. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the controller
is configured to:

control the drive unit to drive the scanning and focusing
assembly into each of a plurality of different rotational
positions with respect to the base, and

control the scanning member to move the focus along the
predetermined trajectory with respect to the scanning
and focusing assembly in each different rotational
position of the scanning and focusing assembly.

3. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the scanning
and focusing assembly rotates with respect to the base by at
least 180 degrees.

4. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined trajectory is free of axial symmetry.

5. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the scanning
and focusing assembly is designed for one-dimensional
scanning.

6. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein:

the predetermined trajectory comprises a plurality of
trajectory sections, and

for at least one trajectory section, a direction of propaga-
tion of the focused beam of imaging radiation is
independent of a position of exit of the focused beam
of imaging radiation from the focusing device.

7. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein:

the predetermined trajectory comprises a plurality of
trajectory sections, and

for at least one trajectory section, a beam axis of the
focused beam of imaging radiation is oriented perpen-
dicularly to the trajectory.

8. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein:

the predetermined trajectory comprises a plurality of
trajectory sections, and

a convergence angle of the focused beam of imaging
radiation is different for different trajectory sections.

9. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the scanning
and focusing assembly comprises:

an optical path length adjuster configured to adjust an
optical path length difference between first and second
optical paths of the beam of imaging radiation associ-
ated with first and second sections of the predetermined
trajectory, respectively.

10. The imaging device of claim 1, wherein the scanning

and focusing assembly comprises:

a dispersion adjuster configured to adjust a chromatic
dispersion of a first optical path of the beam of imaging
radiation associated with a first section of the prede-
termined trajectory with respect to a chromatic disper-
sion of a second optical path of the beam of imaging
radiation associated with a second section of the pre-
determined trajectory.

11. An optical coherence tomography apparatus compris-

ing:

a source configured to emit coherent light;

a base that defines a rotation axis;
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a beam splitter configured to define a reference path and member to cause movement of the focus along a
a sample path, the beam splitter coupling the emitted predetermined trajectory with respect to the scanning
light from the source into the reference path and the and focusing assembly.

12. A method of imaging a human eye using optical

5 coherence tomography, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a scanning and focusing assembly that is sup-
ported for rotation about a rotation axis;

focusing a beam of OCT imaging radiation onto the eye

sample path and superimposing return light from the
reference path and the sample path;

a detector configured to measure an intensity of the
superimposed light;

a scanning and focusing assembly disposed in the sample using the scanning and focusing assembly, the scanning
path and mounted to the base for rotation about the and focusing assembly comprising at least one radially
rotation axis, the scanning and focusing assembly com- 1o asymmetric mirror or at least one radially asymmetric
prising: lens;

a focusing device comprising at least one radially rotating the scanning and focusing assembly into each of
asymmetric mirror or at least one radially asymmet- a plurality of different rotational positions; and
ric lens and configured to focus a beam of light to s in each different rotational position of the scanning and
produce a focused beam of light having a focus; and focpsi.ng assembly, scanning the beam of OCT imaging
a scanning member configured to scan the beam of radiation to thereby move a focus of the beam of OCT
light; imaging radiation along a predetermined trajectory

with respect to the scanning and focusing assembly.
13. The method of claim 12, wherein the scanning the
beam of OCT imaging radiation comprises scanning the
beam of OCT imaging radiation along a linear scan path.

a drive unit configured to rotationally drive the scan-
ning and focusing assembly about the rotation axis; 20
and

a controller coupled to the drive unit and the scanning
member and configured to control the scanning L



